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BOMB AT THE PRAYER
Speaking after prayers on Wednesday evening,
Gandhiji referred to the previous day's bomb explosion
in the Birla House compound. He had been receiving
anxious enquiries and praise for being unruffled at the
accident. He thought that it was military practice and
therefore, nothing to worry about. He had not realized
till after the prayers that it was a bomb explosion and
that the bomb was meant against him. God only knew
how he would have behaved in front of a bomb aimed
at him and exploding. Therefore, he deserved no praise.
He would (Jeserve a certificate only if he fell as a result
of such an explosion and yet retained a smile on his
face and no malice against the doer. What he wanted to
say was that no one should look down upon the mis-
guided youth who had thrown the bomb. He probably
looked upon Gandhiji as an enemy of Hinduism. After
all, had not the Gita said that whenever there was an
evil-minded person damaging religion, God sent some
one to put an end to his life? That celebrated verse
had a special meaning. The youth should realize that
those who differed from him were not necessarily evil*
The evil had no life apart from the toleration of good
people. No one should believe that he or she was so
perfect that he or she was sent by God tp punish evil-
doers, as the accused seemed to flatter himself he was.
He (Gandhiji) had heard that the youth had without
permission occupied a masjid for lack of other accommo-
dation and now that the police were getting all mosques
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